Study on immunobiology in endoparasites of public health interest: echinococcosis-hydatidosis.
Cystic echinococcosis caused by Echinococcus granulosus is one of the most widespread zoonoses in the Mediterranean, endemic in some regions such as Sardinia. Some aspects of the research conducted in this area are briefly reviewed for an integrated analysis of both epidemiological and immunobiological knowledge, gained from field observations and experimental studies. Data on epidemiology in intermediate hosts, immunological assessment of exposure in humans, immune response and Th1/Th2 polarization in secondary experimental hydatidosis, kinetics of response in definitive host and cytokine production in experimental models are briefly reported. They confirm the usefulness of an immunobiological approach both in intermediate and definitive hosts and their potential in prevention, monitoring and control of E/H.